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about the possible effects the Act of 1893 might have on legal de-
posit of books. He said:
"The repeal of this section, when it becomes more generally known,
may, it is feared, give encouragement to certain publishers to en-
deavour to elude the Copyright Act, and occasion continued trouble
and annoyance. In very many cases the officers of the British museum
are necessarily unaware of the fact of publication until some time after
publication has taken place; and the delivery of certain kinds of books,
such as large paper copies and other special copies to which the
museum is entitled, is often inevitably delayed for a considerable time
after publication. Moreover, the trustees, who have made it a practice
to be forbearing in their relations with publishers under the Act, will
henceforth be compelled to act with vigilant promptitude, in order to
avoid loss of books,"1
In contradistinction to this evidence, the publisher Mr (after-
wards Sir) John Murray complained to the Committee that the
period of twelve months presumably allowed for claiming copies
was too long. He said:
"A man prints a limited edition of a book which he thinks may not be
required by the four universities. He sets aside the four copies on the
chance of their being demanded and, perhaps, there is a considerable
demand for the book; but he has always to keep these copies held back
for a whole year on the chance of their being asked for, when he some-
times could obtain the sale of these copies, and if he holds them back
the opportunity may have gone; whereas three months appears to me
to be a reasonable time within which the demand should be made, and
he would then know at the end of three months how he stands. With
expensive books, and books of a certain kind with a limited edition, it
sometimes raises a difficulty with those people who do not make a
practice of sending in their books at once.1'1
Mr Murray was asked whether the general consensus of
opinion was in favour of the other four libraries having the right
to claim copies. Mr Murray replied:
"I do not think we had any dissentient on the vote. I think everybody
felt that thoee four libraries ought to have their copies, but they felt
almost unanimously that the way in which those copies are provided at
the present time is a very great hardship; I myself feel personally it is
a very great hardship. At the same time I think it would be undesirable
that the libraries should be without the rights which they have enjoy-
ed; and as they have not, as a ruk, large funds wherewith to buy new
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